Just Beat It FEOH, BHIEHTHR

While walking down a city street, you hear some funky beats coming from nearby. Intrigued by the sounds,
you decide to get closer and watch as the DJ works his magic. But when you peek around the corner, you’re
surprised by what you see — there is no DJ or stereo system. Instead, one performer is using his mouth to
create the sounds of drum beats, record scratching, and a host of other special effects. You’re watching a

dynamic musical technique called human beatboxing.
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Beatboxing is a type of vocal percussion in which performers use their voice, lips and tongue to produce
rhythms. Beatboxing started in the early 1980s as a key element of old-school hip-hop music. In those days,
MCs would try to mimic the sound of drum machines, also known as “beat boxes,” while they were

rhyming in parks and on playgrounds. Soon after, hip-hop pioneers like Doug E Fresh, Darren Robinson, and

Biz Markie featured human beatboxing on their hit records. But by the 1990s, beatboxing had by and large

disappeared from hip-hop, as the next generation of rappers saw it as a cheap gimmick.
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But since 2000, beatboxing has experienced a major revival. Artists such as Naturally 7 are combining

beatboxing with R&B, a cappella, and other styles to add texture to their songs. International beatbox

competitions and conventions have also been established in London, New York, and Germany. These
events give beatboxers the chance to test their skills, as well as network, educate, and learn from their

peers. Thanks to these efforts, the heartbeat of human beatboxing appears to be strong.
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—by Jamie Blackler
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peek [pik] v. —#&: B

host [host] n. —K#f, #£[ (+of) ] agreat number; a multitude
technique [tek ° nik] n. £15

rhythm [ ° ridam] n. 5%

mimic [~ mimik] v. Bfj

by and large: K1k I; —f#ifiie for the most part; generally
convention [kan " venfon] n. &Y, K<

establish [o ~ steeblzf] v. @57, #or

educate [ " ed3o ket]v. # &

peer [pir] n. [F3E

More Information

funky: [ ° fankt] adj. FTZ2EEZUH; Hiak M), IS passionate, soulful; of or pertaining to funk
intrigue [1n ~ trig] v. BGE. ... FILFFAT O (EOGGERD

stereo [ * sterro] system 74K R 4

scratching [skreetfin] n. &M%

dynamic [dar * neemik] adj. 35 /111); BhAH

beatboxing % 14

percussion [pe- ~ kafen] n. fifT KA

old-school: =7 IHJKI); # %11 a class of people favoring traditional ideas

MC: w]{X master of ceremonies

rhyme [razm] v. )

rapper: [ " reepa] n. UiMEREEE,; RE T one who performs rap

gimmick: [ * gimik] n. £#; 75171 something designed to attract extra attention, interest, or publicity
revival [r1 > varv!] n. B, HIRIT

a cappella [ X ] [ &) &A REFEZEM

texture [ " tekstfo] n. (51E. &%, SAREEMT) #E KA

network: [ > net, wak] v. ZZi; #I73% A& to interact or engage in informal communication with others for mutual

assistance or support



